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“Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that 
sent me. [f any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, 
whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”.—Sr. JoHn vi: 16, 17. 


No. 43. Vol. LVIL Thursday, October 24, 1896, Price One Penny. 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER MOSES THATCHER. 


[CONCLUDED FROM PAGE 661.] 

ADVANCED institutions of learning now recognize what are called the finer 
forces; and they expatiate learnedly about the efficacy of heat, light, and 
color. Scientifically they tell of magnetic principles, which have long 
been among the greatest blessings God has conferred upon us as a people. 
They tell us that magnetism is conveyed from one being to another, that 
starts anew the springs of life. The Savior asked who had touched Him; 
virtue had departed out of him. That was the key which unlocked healing 
powers. God has taught us to drink at the fountain; fallen dry leaves 
from the tree of life are the pickings of the nations. God gave to us 
freely, without money and without price. There are scores among us who 
have seen most marvelous cures effected among the people, and they were 
not called the effects‘of Christian Science, or of magnetism, or of hypnot- 
ism, or of any of those modern so-called advanced ideas, which, so far as ° 
known, are simply fragments of that healthy, pure, and holy endowment 
that came as the handmaiden of God’s holy priesthood when restored in 
this age. Yet many of our young people are devoting years of diligent 
study, hoping to mount the ladder of fame to its topmost rounds. When 
they learn all that is known in the institutions of learning pf Europe and 
America, what will they have gained? 

Well, some of them will learn that certain bright so-called philosophers 
have failed to find the missing link between the ape creation and God’s 
highest handiwork, man, whom He created in His own image. But the 
link must be found, so they devote health and wealth looking for what 
never existed, but never comprehend that wise saying, “Man, know thy- 
self.” Why not commence to study that which was the latest, and the 


— 
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most perfect handiwork of the Creator? I do not decry education as 
such, andjwhile I believe ambition to be a trait that ought not to be cur- 
tailed in youth, indeed, I have very largely modified my estimation of 
egotism itself. I once regarded young men who seemed vain and egotistic 
and superficial with a degree of distrust, but more recent years, and the 
trials, tribulations and experiences of those years:have convinced me that 
a man needs to start out in youth with a large supply of self-conceit; for 
unless he does, the attritions of life will take all conceit so thoroughly out 
of him before he is sixty years of age that he will become a cynic, than 
that it would be better to continue the battle of life in the gratification of 
so-called am ition. A degree of laudable ambition is not to be condemned. 
But in holding this idea before you, my young friends, I would have you 
grasp the substance and as few shadows as possible. Having a steady 
hand, guided by an unerring eye, hold to the substance of truth, of religion, 
of God, and of yourselves. Avoid delusions and the errors of modern 
societies. That education which permits the daughter, full of the bloom 
of health, to run her flexible fingers over the keys of the piano while her 
mother is bending her tired back over the wasitub, cannot be jystly com- 
mended. The training which induces the boys of Utah to seek a living in 
the so-called professions while their fathers are earning that which they 
eat and wear by following the plow, is not the system that I could con- 
scientiously advocate. I do not believe that God meant to announce that 
which was intended to be a curse upon humanity, when he told our first 
parents that they should earn their bread by the sweat of their brows. I 
am rather a believer in the efficacy of sweat. I do not believe that the 
physical organism can enjoy that health and tone of body necessary to 
the development of bright and pure minds, unless there is sufficient bodily 
exertion to free the system from accumulated poisons found everywhere 
in this world of ours. I therefore urge the youth of Zion to do everything 
in their power to dignify labor, holding it as superior in every way to 
capital; for there had been no capital had there been no labor. Labor 
is the creator of capital. | 

True religion founded upon knowledge is the progenitor of faith, and 
active faith becomes the key to progress, happiness, and greatness. We 
read of the marvelous accomplishments of Napoleon; and of Alexander— 
models in war; then turn to the apostles of modern thought, and after 
we have sifted and thoroughly assimilated all we are able to learn of 
them, we return with hunger of soul to the glorious field of modern 
revelation, and the opening up of that perfect channel through which 
prayer is heard and answered. We return as did the prodigal son, and 
gladly worship at the shrine of simplicity, around which gather those 
blessings which God intended we should enjoy and extend to others. 

I wish I was able to inspire in the minds of our youth a higher ideal 
than we seem to possess. We revere the memory of the founder of the 
Mutual Improvement Associations. We always thought him in life a 
great man, and at his funeral he was spoken of as the master mind, that 
had left its mark throughout the Territory, and wherever the Latter- 
day Saints dwell; but the people of the world are coming forward now 
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and out-stripping us in the admiration of that great man. I was not 
acquainted with the Prophet Joseph. I only knew him through reading 
his prophecies and revelations, and through the testimonies of those with 
whom he lived, and who still live with us to bless, cheer, and guide us. 
But to my mind, Brigham Young possessed the master mind that shaped 
largely the thought and work of this inter-mountain Territory. To me 
he appeared as a matchless peak towering above its kind. I know, how- 
ever, how prone the human mind is to look backward to something that 
can never come again, or to lift up an ideal so far in the future, that we 
neglect greatness and goodness in life’s daily experiences; and while 
strewing flowers on the graves of the dead is a beautiful practice, and 
while Memorial Day glorifies the “Blue and the Grey,” and links us in 
tender thought to the departed, I have thought how refining and appro- 
priate it would be if the Mutua] Improvement Associations, as such, could 
learn to strew flowers beneath the feet of those who stagger under the 
loads we have imposed upon them, thus cheering and comforting them in 
their life’s struggle. 

I have never been inclined in any sense to man-worship, or to believe 
that one man has accomplished anything that others might not have 
accomplished; it has always been pleasing to me to revere age and to 
respect knowledge. I have delighted in it. I learned that lesson from 
the heathen philosopher Confucius, who declared that there could be no 
true worship of God where there was no respect for gray hairs. Think, 
my young friends, of the honor conferred upon our organization by the © 
President of the Church presiding over it as superintendent. We should 
observe his suggestions, counsel and advice to us, and carry them out. We 
are not justified in making his load heavy by being careless in regard to 
any of those counsels. Shall we, my young friends, while holding in 
memory the founder of the Mutual Improvement Associations, forget his. 
grand character now looming before the world? In Salt Lake City, in 
San Francisco, in St. Louis, in Chicago, in New York, wise men give him 
honor while worshiping at the shrine of his statesmenship and greatness; 
shall we not, having had the honor of being organized by him during his 
lifetime, set an example worthy of imitation? Shall we waste our time 
carelessly in amusements in which there is no profit, in the exercise of 
the mind which does but weaken it, or shall we earnestly continue the 
work of mutual improvement, and, maintaining it, learn not only to judge 
others with an impartial judgment, but also to judge ourselves correctly? 
Take that same great writer of whom I spoke a few minutes ago. What 
did he find? He had a wife that was very devoted tohim. He had been 
educated to place woman on an inferior plane. He held it to be the duty 
of the wife to see that the slippers were well warmed before the glowing 
grate, to see that his food was ready and palatable. She indeed was a 
helpmeet to him; but until she died, until the day he had laid her away 
in a quiet grave, possibly unmarked by scroll or board, he had not learned, 
until he picked up her daily journal and read the outsprings of her refined 
soul, that his wife possessed talent as a writer that he had not gained, for 
she by intuition reached heights it had required him years toclimb. The 
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intuition of soul possessed by that refined, faithful wife and mother was 
discovered after she passed away. Let us make no mistake of that kind. 
Let us appreciate those who work for us now, and may the blessings of 
the Almighty be upon the youth of Zion, that their part and portion may 
be of the fulness of health and strength of body and of vigor and inspira- 
tion of mind. 

How long will it be before we are converted? Not until every youth of 
Zion is ready to throw out, as he would throw out grains of sand, that 
necessary financial aid required in the details of this work. I have said, 
and I say it again, that when a young man falls in love with a young 
woman, out from the best emotions of his heart come thoughts of her, and 
it grows and increases, until first and last is a disposition to please that 
young lady. He thinks of the glove that will fit her hand; the heart be- 
comes such a keen judge that he guages the size of her finger without 
having the hand there to fit the ring upon. His judgment and taste be- 
come so quickened, that he knows in a moment the shade of ribbon that 
matches her complexion; and in all these thousand and one little details, 
he testifies of his affection, deep down in the heart, which he feels for that 
woman, that sweetheart of his, that helpmeet whom he would like to make 
the mother of his children. Why does he do it? Because his heart is 
engaged; and until the Mutual Improvement Associations fall in love with 
their work, as a young man falls in love with a young woman, [ shall 
despair of its accomplishing what it ought to accomplish. No man ever 
yet loved the Gospel, and the truths of the Gospel, that the spirit of conse- 
cration was not in his heart; he wanted to give to others, to help along the 
glorious cause; and I say so long as it is an irksome task for the nembers 
of the Mutual Improvement Association to aid with a mere pittance per 
annum for the forwarding of this glorious work, I cannot hope that it will 
accomplish its glorious mission. I would not urge financial matters, I 
would have no man become an unwilling giver, for Ido not believe that such 
can receive the best gifts of heaven. But I would say to the members of 
this organization, that here is a great school, and within it you may learn 
glorious principles; let us try to improve them. I regret exceedingly 
that I have not been able to do my part, but my heart is with you in this 
work, and I would like to see my young friends prepared to meet the 
world on every question intelligently, affording light and knowledge wher- 
ever they go. But above al] things, I would like to think of the boys of 
Zion as being as spotless as the snow on the mountains; [ would like to 
think of the daughters of Zion as being as pure as the angels of heaven. 
Of you, my young friends, is required the preservation of the chastity of 
our daughters and sisters. God has placed upon us that requirement. It 
is not for you to lead them into dangerous paths; it is not for you to leave 
them to be despoiled; it is your duty, and you are under obligations to 
preserve them free and virtuous, pure and holy. Any nation or people 
permitting the fountains of life to become contaminated, will die, as did 
Greece and Rome. If we can keep the fountains of life pure, individuals 
may fall, but so long as the body politic is sound, there is hope for the 
future. Amen. 
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MOSES AND THE PENTATEUCH. 


THOSE of us who have devoted our lives to the archeology of the ancient 
Oriental world have been forced back into the traditional position, though 
doubtless with a broader basis to stand upon, and clearer views of the real 
signification of the Biblical text. Year by year, almost month by month, 
fresh discoveries are breaking in upon us, each more marvelous than the 
last, but all as regards the Pentateuch, in favor of the old, rather than of 
the new teaching. The story of the campaign of Chedorlaomer and his 
Babylonian allies against the Canaanitish princes has been fully con- 
firmed, and now Mr. Pinches has found the name of Kudur-lagamar, or 
Chedor-laomer, as well as that of his ally, Tudghal, or Tidal. That Canaan 
was over-run by Babylonian arms and influence long before the age of 
Abraham was already known; this summer Professor Hommel has dis- 
covered that Ine-Sin, who ruled over Ur of the Chaldees centuries before 
the Hebrew patriarch was born there, captured the city of Zemar, in Phe- 
nicia, while his daughter was high-priestess of Anzan, or Elam, and of 
Northern Syria. Contract-tablets, drawn up and dated in the reigns of 
Eri-Aku, or Arioch of Ellasar, and of other Babylonian kings of the same 
period, contain Hebrew names which indicate that a Hebrew-speaking pop- 
ulation was settled in Babylonia at the time. Nay more, the names of the 
Hebrew patriarchs, Abram, Jacob (-el), and Joseph (-el), have actually been 
met with by Mr. Pinches among those of witnesses to the deeds, while the 
kings of the dynasty which was governing Ur in the age of Chedor-laomer . 
and Arioch bear names which are not Babylonian, but which are at once 
Hebrew and South Arabian. What a commentary this is upon the state- 
ment of Genesis that Eber begat two sons, one of whom was the ancestor 
of the Hebrew patriarchs, the other of the tribes of Southern Arabia! 

But Oriental archeology can go further than prove that Moses could, 
after all, have written the Pentateuch, and that the narratives contained 
in it are derived from documents contemporaneous with the events they 
record. It can further show that there is no one else so likely to have 
written it as the great leader and legislator of Israel, to whom after ages 
agreed in ascribing the written law. If I were to be asked if I believe 
that Moses wrote the Pentateuch, I should answer that such a belief seems 
to me to involve considerably fewer difficulties than does the contrary 
belief of the “higher criticism.” Of course such a belief does not neces- 
sarily mean that the Hebrew legislator wrote the Pentateuch precisely in 
the form in which we now possess it. It does not exclude the fact of later 
revisions or the addition of editorial notes. But I see no reason for deny- 
ing that the Pentateuch is substantially the work of Moses. And against 
the counter-evidence of archzwology what has the “higher criticism” to 
bring forward? Merely linguistic arguments. I have been a student of 
language and languages all my life, and the study has made me very 
sceptical as to the historical and literary conclusions that can be drawn 
from linguistic testimony alone. When we endeavor to extract other than 
linguistic conclusions from linguistic premises we,generally go astray.— 
Proressor A. H. Saycs, in the Contemporary Review. 
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NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


THE Nottingham Conference was held in the Temperance Hall, St. Ann 
Street, Nottingham, October 13,1895. The following Elders were present: 
Anthon H. Lund, President of the European Mission; John H. Burrows, 
of the Liverpool Office; James C. Woods, Traveling Elder in the London 
Conference; J. E. Booth and W. 8. Lamoreaux, Traveling Elders in the 
Birmingham Conference; W.S8S. Romney, Traveling Elder in the Sheffield 
Conference; John W. Ord, President of, and Richard Jefferies, Nathan 
Reeves, Alma Johnson, James R. Hardman, William G. Westwood, Joseph 
Fowers, George Hind, and Charles H. Baker, Traveling miders in, the 
Nottingham Conference. 

Meetings commenced at 10:30 a.m., 2-30 and 6 p.m. 

The branches and districts were well represented by the Saints, some 
strangers being present at the afternoon and evening meetings. The time 
was occupied, mainly, by the visiting brethren, who spoke with power, and 
made plain the doctrines of Christ, and a good spirit was enjoyed through- 
out. 

The statistical report of the Conference and the report of the labors of 
the Elders during the six months ending October 11, 1895, were read as 
follows: Seventies 9; Elders 24; Priests 13; Teachers 13; Deacons 20; 
members 270; total officers and members 349. Tracts distributed 21,831 ; 
houses visited 11,031; Gospel conversations 972; in-door meetings 441; out- 
door meetings 120; Sunday Schools 86; books sold and given away 62. 
Baptisms 18; confirmations 18; children blessed 4; emigrated over eight 
years of age 14; emigrated under eight years of age 4; removed 1; excom- 
municated 2; died 2. 

On Monday morning the Elders met in council Meeting, gave in a report 
of their labors for the past six months, and received good counsel and 
encouraging instructions. 

RIcHARD JEFFERIES, Clerk of Conference. 


FACTS AND EVENTS. 


Cars in which aluminium will be used for all metal work, save the wheels and axles, are 
to be put on the state railroads of France. The saving in weight for an ordinary train 
will be thirty tons. 

The first Japanese newspaper appeared only twenty-five years ago. It was published 
monthly by a druggist, as an advertising medium. Now there are over four hundred 
journals in the realm of the Mikado. 


In some parts of the country there are ini persons who throw tacks in the road- 
way to annoy bicycle riders by perforating the pneumatic tires. To meet this difficulty 
it has been proposed to attach a magnet in front of the forward wheel, with the object of 
picking up the tacks as the machine rolls along. 


Mixed with glue and plaster of Paris or Portland cement, paper pulp is the best thing 
to stop cracks. The pulp must be kept in a close-stoppered bottle, so that the moisture 
may not evaporate. When wanted, it should be thinned with hot water to the consist- 
ency of gruel, made pasty with plaster of Paris, and used at once. This discovery is only 
one of the many uses to which paper pulp may be put. 
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A chemical torch, which ignites when wet, is a novel German invention. It is intended 
for life-buoys, which are thus made visible at night when thrown to persons overboard. 


In 1867 the onffee trees of Ceylon were attacked with a blighting disease; it spread 
rapidly, and now the coffee crop of tbat island no longer influences the market. In 1879 
the same disease appeared in Java, and in 1889 alone caused a loss of $40,000,000. Until 
lately the Brazilian plantations seemed to be exempt, but at last the calamity has spread 
there also, and in another generation coffee may be a luxury, indeed. 


Oil stoves and gas stoves should never be kept burning in a sleeping room, for they are 
burned in the open air of the room, and, having no connection with a chimney flue, they 
throw the poisonous carbonic oxide of combustion into the air of the apartment and make 
it unfit for respiration. Even an oil lamp is dangerous if left burning all night, but an 
oil stove is worse, because stoves generally feed more flame, consume more of the oxygen, 
and give off more of the poisonous gas. 


A German engineer has invented an arrangement of floating tubes with a view to 
prevent small boats from sinking. The tubes are intended to be employed in a manner 
similar to that of a life preserver, and fulfil this intention by keeping even a capsized boat 
afloat, so that persons in the water can support themselves by means of the tubes. The 
latter can be readily attatched to life-boats, skiffs, row-boats, and canoes without inter- 
fering with their locomotion. Unless a boat is made to sink by over-loading it, the float- 
ing tubes, it is claimed, prevent the possibility of its filling with water. By reason of a 
special arrangement of the parts, it is almost impossible to capsize a boat so fitted up. 

The crudity of human justice is being more and more clearly recognized. In Germany 
and France the view gains ground that all judges, before entering on their functions, 
should be compelled to visit and examine jails, prisons, and penitentiaries, so as fully to 
understand the nature of the punishment which they hereafter inflict. It is also held that 
judges should be more competent to distinguish between mental soundness aud unsoundness. _ 
Competent German physicians assert that a large percentage of the persons sent from 
penal institutions to lunatic asylums must have been insane at the time when they com- 
mitted the deed for which they were sent to prison, and should therefore at once have 
been treated as lunatics instead of as criminals. 


The first head of saffron was smuggled out of Greece in the hollow of a pilgrim’s staff ; 
in like fashion silkworms arrived in the south of Europe, the first tulip bulb entered 
Holland, and the first asparagus made its way into England. The seeds of the melon, 
apricot, tomato, onion, cauliflower, and quince, were all carried out of the countries that 
strove to keep the monopoly of them, in the hollow of a staff. The fashion of concealing 
“portable property” in the walking stick was not confined tothe days of the pilgrims; 
being a useful contrivance, it has survived to the present day. Henry VIIL, we read, 
gave forty-eight shillings fora cane ‘‘garnyshed with golde, perfume in the top, a foot- 
rule, a knife. and a file of golde concealed therein.” At one time a sword-stick was the 
constant companion of a gentleman’s rambles. A cane, innocent in appearance, sprang 
at a moment’s notice into a formidable weapon—a useful ally at a period when highways 
and by-ways were alike unsafe. Pennant, in his “Tour in Scotland” in 1769, speaks of 
seeing ‘‘at a gentleman’s House in Glen Lion, a curious walking staff belonging to one of 
his ancestors. It was iron, cased in leather, five feet long; at the top a neat pair of ex- 
tended wings like a caduceus; but upon being shook, a poniard two feet nine inches darted 
out.” Medicine, surgical instruments, sextants, and theodolites have all been carried in 
sticks. Sir Christopher Wren’s substantial ebony cane was a veritable multum in parvo; 
it had a mariner’s compass set in the head, and also held a pen, pencil, protractor, pair of 
compasses, and measuring rods. Among the quaint memorial sticks kept as relics may 
be placed one preserved by the pious monks of Tolentino. It purports to be the stick 
with whic) the Author of Evil belabored the shoulders of St. Nicholas of that city. 
The town of ‘I'saritzin possesses one belonging to Peter the Great , which he presented to 
the governor, saying, ‘‘Here is my stick with which I have kept my friends in order. 


May it serve to protect you against your enemies. ” 
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 24, 1895. 


THE RE-UNION AGITATION. 


Srnce the encyclical of Pope Leo XIII was issued last summer calling 
upon the people of England to return to the Catholic Church, there have 
been two movements commenced—one in favor of, and the other against, 
the invitation of the Pope. Meetings have been held in different parts of 
England by those favoring each side, and there is scarcely a religious 
gathering but that has something to say on the one side or the other. At 
the two religious congresses lately held in Preston and Norwich this 
question was one of the leading topics. 

The papers also have contained many letters from correspondents on 
both sides, and of various shades of religious belief, from the extreme 
ritualist to the ultra low churchman, the first speaking in commendatory 
terms of the desir> to have a united Christendom, and the latter calling 
upon all people to rise up and oppose with their might any thing that 
would tend to bring about such a condition. 

The agitation is not confined to England. A New York paper states 
that at a general convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church to be 
held in Minneapolis an effort would be made to change the name of that 
organization to ‘The Holy Catholic Church.” The sentiment in favor of 
this was reported to be very strong, but still it was not universal, one 
bishop remarking that “such an act would be a most arrogant piece of 
impertinent presumption.” The party in favor of the change has been 
growing stronger of late years, but was defeated some time ago in the 
attempt to have the name changed to the “American Catholic Church.” 

To an onlooker, one of the most conspicuous things running through the 
whole proceedings is the bitter and acrimonious spirit manifested by both 
sides when referring to their opponents. In the Norwich convention the 
visit of Lord Halifax to the pope last summer was denounced by some, 
and commended by others. A writer in one of the Liverpool papers has 
made the statement that it is a fatal mistake to speak of the Church of 
Rome as the Christian Church, and another one bitterly alludes to the 
time when he says “the Papacy glutted itself on the blood of Christians 
who dared to differ from her;” and he asks “what security have we but 
that she would do the same again if she had the power?” 

Some of the English Bishops are complaining that preferences are given 
to ritualists in promoting them rather than those who maintain the doc- 
trines of the low church. These are endeavoring to join with the evangeli- 
cal denominations to stay the “Romeward movement,” until it is difficult 
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to predict just what the end of it all will be. One thing is certain, how- 
ever, and that is that many will refuse to affiliate with the Catholic Church, 
even if the leading ritualists should take that step. 

One of the great barriers to a present union is the fact that the Church 
of England clergymen, or at least many of them, are married, which is 
not allowed Catholics; there is a rumor that with every thing else out 
of the way, a dispensation could be obtained from the Pope repealing the 
decree of Gregory VII, and allowing priests to marry if they chose, as was 
the case in the earlier days of the Church. Many believe that this could 
be done, while others assert that “Rome never changes.” 

It is really a serious question that is confronting the religious world. 
If the present condition is not what was designed by the great Founder 
of Chistianity, then the query arises, how can it be remedied? And if it 
is wrong to-day it has heen wrong ever since the division commenced. 
On the other hand if what the writer said is true, that it is a fata] mistake 
to speak of the Church of Rome as the Christian Church, one is led to 
inquire where was the Christian Church immediately before the Reforma- 
tion: because if there was none upon the earth at that time it would 
require more than an ordinary man’s authority to establish Christ’s Church 
again upon the earth. Either He must come again, or He must send some 
one clothed upon with the proper power before pure Christianity can be 
restored. 

The whole agitation shows that the people who favor a union with 
Catholicism feel the weakness of their position regarding their authority 
to adininister in the ordinances of the Gospel; others will be led to ponder 
upon their true condition until apparently they must take one of three 
positions: they will either become sceptical of all religion, or conclude that 
the authority is with the Catholic Church, or else they will be led to 
acknowledge that this power is with the Latter-day Saints. There is no 
other organization, so far as we are aware, which claims to have received 
the Priesthood from those who last held its keys upon the earth—Peter, 
James, and John,—except this last named Church. If the Scriptures have 
been fulfilled wherein they state that a falling away should take place, 
then the claim of the Catholic Church is at once disposed of; if there has 
been no falling away, then this part of the Scriptures is yet to be fulfilled. 
It is generally admitted by Protestants that an apostasy has taken place, 
and this can be so easily shown both by church history and also by a 
comparison of the doctrines as taught in the Scriptures and those advo- 
cated by both Protestants and Catholics that it is unnecessary to go into 
the details here. 

The agitation must cause a great deal of thinking by those who are 
really desirous to know the true state of affairs. If they will look without 
prejudice into the question, it seems plain that they must be led to 
acknowledge the necessity of revelation and inspiration to guide them, 
and that this must be as certain and definite as that to Peter when he was 
shown that the Gentiles as well as the Jews should receive the Gospel. 
Can they but be led to this frame of mind they will naturally seek for 
light, and when that is done we can with certainty point to the people 


682 LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 


and the Church to which they will be drawn. Reason, Scripture, pro- 
phecy, and present events all go to show that if Christ has a Church upon 
the earth it must be that which teaches His doctrines and whose officers 
are endowed with His Priesthood. That Church is the much maligned 
and misrepresented Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Com- 
pare its teachings, its ordinances, and its organization with that estab- 
lished by the Savior, and there will be found not the least difference. Can 
any other organization truthfully say the same? B. 


Re.eases.—Elder Richard Jefferies has been honorably released from 
laboring as Traveling Elder in the Nottingham Conference, to return 
home November 7, 1895. 

Elder Henry Holyoak has been honorably released from laboring as 
Traveling Elder in the Birmingham Conference, to return home November 
7, 1895. 


NEWCASTLE CONFERENCE Notice.—The Newcastle Conference will be 
held in the Temperance Lodge Room, No. 24 Tennant Street, Stockton-on- 
Tees, on Sunday, November 17, 1895. Meetings will commence at 10:30 
&.m., 2:30 and 6 p.m. 


IN SCANDINAVIA. 


ROTTERDAM, OCTOBER 10, 1895. 
YESTERDAY I arrived here on my way from Scandinavia. In my last letter 
I mentioned that President Naegle and wife went with me to Copenhagen. 
They very much enjoyed a few days’ visit in that pleasant city. 

On Sunday, September 8, we attended the Copenhagen Sunday School 
and were much interested in the children’s exercises. ‘The afternoon and 
evening meetings were large, and very enjoyable occasions. Tuesday, 
September 10, Brother Naegle and wife returned to Kiel, and I went to 
Aarhus. President William Buckholt and a number of the Elders met me 
at the quay. We were invited to take dinner at the house of a friend who 
is not yet in the Church, but I think soon.will be. The afternoon was 
spent in counseling with the Elders and in answering questions on which 
they desired information. A meeting in the hall was well attended and 
was a pleasant affair. Afterwards the Elders and some of the Saints 
gathered in the President’s room where the time was passed in conversa- 
tion, singing, etc. Eleven Elders labor in this conference, and during the 
summer months there have been baptized some twenty persors. 

I left Aarhus in the morning before daylight, and though it was very 
early when I arrived at Randers I was met at the station by a number of 
Saints who had learned that I was coming. The train made along stay 
there, which gave me the opportunity of having a nice visit with them. 
At the station in Aalborg I was met by President Peter C. Peterson and 
several Elders. In the evening the hal] was crowded, and I had the 
pleasure of speaking in the same hall which we had used for our meetings 
before I emigrated. A number of my relatives were present. The next 
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day I met with the priesthood of this conference. As [I shall not be able 
to attend the conferences in Aarhus and Aalborg I was pleased to have 
the opportunity of meeting with most of the Elders laboring there. 

There are nine Elders laboring in the Aalborg conference‘presided over 
by Elder P. C. Petersen. There is a lively branch of the Church here and 
a good many baptisms are reported. A couple of the Elders after finishing 
their missions have taken a course in learning the dairy business, which 
has attained a state of great perfection in Denmark. They had succeeded 
well in this, and at the same time had continued their missionary labors. 
Through this means these brethren have had the opportunity of meeting 
a great number of leading dairy men, and had not neglected to preach the 
Gospel. Many were interested in the young men and they had received a 
number of invitations to visit the houses of these people. 

In company with some of the members belonging to the Young Men’s 
Mutual Improvement Association, I visited the grave of Brother Kieler, 
the young man whom [| mentioned in my letter of last year as having been 
killed for the Gospel’s sake. They wanted to show me that they had 
fulfilled their promise to keep the grave in a good shape. Flowers had 
been planted on it, and a beautiful rose was still hanging on one of the 
bushes. The marble slab on the headstone had been re-lettered and looked 
as if it wcre new. Tall trees were growing round the spot, making it a 
sheltered, peaceful resting place. 

Friday I left the Saints in Aalborg and went to Gothenberg over 
Frederikshavn. I was met by Elder Tobiason who presides over the © 
conference. An hour afterwards President Sundwall arrived from Copen- 
hagen, and in company with him I took the night train for Christiania, 
and arrived there the next morning. President Peter Anderson took us 
to the conference house in 27 Osterhousegade which is owned by the 
Church. There we met several Elders who had come to attend conference. 
Brother Anderson received the Gospel in Christiania and has previously 
labored for years as a missionary in the conference, so he is perfectly 
familiar with the work there and its needs. The large hall had been re- 
painted, and nicely decorated with flowers and ever-greens. It was well 
filled at all our meetings. I was surprised to see so many strangers pres- 
ent at the morning meeting on Sunday the greater number of whom were 
men, who were very attentive and seemingly pleased with the proceedings. 
The choir had been placed in the gallery, which gave more room on the 
floor; the singing was fine and delighted all present. There are seventeen 
Elders laboring in this conference. Three were not able to meet with us 
on account of the great distance which they would have had to travel. 
Those who attended were all made comfortable at the conference house. 
We took breakfast together each day, but the other meals were taken out 
in the city. The Saints vied with each other in extending invitations to 
the Elders and making their visit to conference as pleasant as possible, 
and judging from my own experience they succeeded well in this. The 
gathering of the priesthood on the Monday was a pleasant meeting. 
Encouraging reports were given, and many testimonies borne of{the good- 
ness of God as witnessed by the Elders in their labors and administra 
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tions. Elder Hyrum Jensen related an interesting experience he had had, 
When he came to Norway last spring he knew very little of the language 
spoken there.. One day he attempted tracting, but the people laughed at 
him when he tried to speak to them. He felt their ridicule keenly, and 
was especially grieved at not being able to explain to them the saving 
principles of the Gospel. His way passed by a grove. He entered it and 
there in the humility of his soul he prayed God to aid him and loose his 
tongue. He felt his prayer was heard and with renewed courage he com- 
menced his labors. In a few hours he had sold all his tracts and the 
people listened attentively to what he had to say. He said: “I spoke 
Norwegian with more ease than I have ever spoken English.” Consider- 
ing the short time he had been in Norway we were all astonished to hear 
him use the language so well. On Tuesday President Anderson took us 
up to Korm Kulle where we had a magnificent view of the beautiful 
Christiania Fjord and city spread out before us. The evening was spent 
in talking to the brethren. 

Next morning President Sundwall and I bade good-bye to our Chris- 
tiania friends and reached Eskilstuna the day following. This is the 
Sheffield of Sweden. Several of our brethren there are engaged in the 
cutlery business. Our coming had been advertised, and though the 
weather was stormy and the roads were in a bad state, the hall being 
outside the city where they were not paved, yet every available place 
was crowded. A reporter from one of the leading papers was present 
and gave us an excellent report in the next issue. He said that the 
speakers evidently spoke from conviction and used well chosen words. 
“The apostle,” he said, “was Danish, but notwithstanding this his Danish- 
Swedish was easily understood.” The report of what was said could not 
have been made better. If we were always so fairly represented in the 
press we would not have much to complain of; but this happens so very 
seldom that I mention it as an exceptional case. 

There is a nice branch in Eskilstuna and it has a goodly number of 
Saints; Elders Johanson, Wiberg, and Pehrson were laboring in this place. 
President Sundwall was the first one who presided over it when it was 
organized, which was twenty-four years ago. I was much interested in 
hearing him relate some of his early experiences in the missionary field. 
After having labored as a missionary quite a length of time, he had worn 
out his clothes and was without money, and therefore asked to be released 
to earn means to help him when he should be again sent out. His presi- 
dent told him he could not spare him, that he was called as a missionary, 
and to goin faith, the Lord would provide. Brother Sundwall felt that his 
duty was to go, but as he was then circumstanced it seemed almost an 
impossibility. He went, however, and at the next conference he was 
enabled to report a good many baptisms and the organization of the 
Eskilstuna Branch. The Lord had raised him up a host of friends who 
had looked after his wants; and he was enabled to continue his mission 
until he emigrated. 

Friday, September 27, we went on board a steamer, sailing down the 
Lake Maelaren to Stockholm. There were several Elders and Saints along 
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who were also going to attend conference. Among them was Elder H. H. 
Sundstrém, “the Mormon Elder with the harp” as our friends call him. 
He is a successful missionary. He carries a little musical instrument with 
him, and a lot of Utah views. With these he is welcomed everywhere and 
lives on the best in the land. He is always sure to have large meetings 
where the people know that he will speak. I noticed on the steamer how 
quickly the passengers would gather round him. 

At Stockholm we were well received by President Lindahl, one of our old 
tried veterans in the missionary field. 

Stockholm is our largest conference and twenty Elders from Zion labor 

there assisted by sone local brethren. The hall was nicely decorated with 
bunting and evergreens; a gentleman not in the Church had donated a 
couple of pounds for this purpose. The hall was not large enough to hold 
all that wished to attend. An excellent feeling prevails in the branch and 
the meetings were spirited. Interesting reports were given in the Priest- 
hood meeting; sixty-seven had been baptized during the last four months, 
and the brethren felt very much encouraged in their labors. 
To show how the Lord may over-rule for good what was intended to insult 
and mock one of our Elders, I will mention an experience which Brother 
Jérgenson related. He and Elder Holmgren held a meeting which was 
attended by a number of laborers on a canal that was being constructed 
in the neighborhood. After the meeting some of these told the brethrenthat - 
aman by the name of Ericson, also working on the canal, desired to see 
them, and would open his house for a meeting the following evening. The © 
brethren had another appointment but concluded to separate and one of 
thei attend tothis cal]. Brother Jérgenson went to the place where they 
were digging the canal and inquired for Mr. Erickson. He soon found out 
there was no such man and that they were trying to make him a laughing 
stock by causing him to wade through the slush and sticky clay; but 
having been invited to come, he thought it too good an opportunity to be 
lost and went to all the men, talking to them and offering each one some 
of his tracts. He enjoyed the joke as much as the perpretrators of it. At 
last he came to a man named Carlson who thought it was too bad for the 
men to lead him on a fool’s errand, and told Brother Jorgenson that he 
would open his house for a meeting that evening. The offer was accepted 
and all were invited. He had a nice meeting and in a short time he bap- 
tized Mr. Carlson and his wife, and more are investigating. 

We spent a few days in Stockholm, partaking of the hospitality of the 
Saints. With the best of a will and a good appetite there was still a limit 
to our capacity in this direction and we had to excuse ourselves to a num- 
ber who wanted us to take meals with them. Thursday morning we went 
to Wingaker Station, and were met by Elder J. A. Carlson who labors there, 
A few miles walk through the beautiful forest which was now donning its 
many-hued robes brought us to a neighborhood where resided a number of 
Saints. We spent the afternoon in visiting with them. The place where 
we were to hold the meeting being some seven miles distant, Brother 
Sundwall and Elder Carlson with a number of Saints started on foot, 
while I accepted the offer of a gentleman not in the Church to take me 
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over there in his wagon. The house in which we met was situated in the 
depths of a forest, but still a large number of people were present. This 
branch belongs to the Gothenburg Conference, and is in a thriving condi- 
tion. Many Saints have emigrated from this part of Sweden and the 
prospects are still very promising that the-Church will increase its mem- 
bership there. 

The next day we visited a number of Saints living between the place 
where we held our meeting and the station. In company with Elders 
Carlson, Hendrickson, and Larsen we took the train for Gothenburg. 
We arrived at this place in the evening and were met by all the Elders 
who had now come in to attend conference meetings, among these were 
also five brethren just arrived from home and whose missions will be in 
Sweden with the exception of that of Elder P. A. Peterson who is appointed 
to labor in Norway. President Sundwall and I were hospitably enter- 
tained by our old host Brother Hansen where we have always received a 
hearty welcome. Saturday evening our conference commenced in their 
neat little hall which was prettily decorated. The afternoon meeting on 
Sunday was held in a large hall and we had a nice turn-out of strangers 
who were very attentive. The evening meeting was again held in our 
own hall. It was very warm on account of the great number present, but 
an excellent spirit prevailed. Our Priesthood meeting was a very inter- 
esting one. The brethren gave their reports and the visiting Elders also 
bore their testimony to the truth. All expressed their willingness to go 
forth in the Lord’s vineyard and work for the good cause. Elder Tobiasen 
who presides over the conference is an energetic missionary. He is 
assisted by twelve Elders. Thirty-four souls had been been added to the 
Church during the summer. 

Tuesday evening we met with the Saints in Copenhagen. It was their 
regular branch meeting. This meeting is held on the first Tuesday of each 
month. Only members of the branch are invited. The accounts of the 
branch are read and also the amounts which each member has donated 
either in tithing, fast-offering, or any other fund. General instructions 
are given and then they partake of the Lord’s supper. They long for 
these meetings, and say they generally have a richer out-pouring of the 
Spirit in them than in any other meeting. ' In listening to the reports I 
was pleased to hear the name of a young man read as having paid his full 
tithing. He has been a very active member of the Y. M. M. L. A. and the 
Sunday School and also clerk of the branch. He had been saving money to 
emigrate. In another week he was to meet to be enlisted in the army and 
then he would have from one to two years’ military service ahead of him be- 
fore he could leave the country. He had not been able to gather the full 
amount, and his tithing for the month was due. It seemed a case where 
there would be some excuse for not paying it; but he paid his due to the 
Lord rather than to add to his own means. President Sundwall offered 
the young man to lend him what he was lacking in his fare, and when he 
heard in the evening what the young man had done he felt pleased and 
convinced that he had helped a worthy man. 

Wednesday evening we had another good meeting. Saturday ail the 
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Elders of the Copenhagen conference arrived and some from the Scone 
Conference in Sweden. They were all cared for by the Saints. In the 
evening the Conference began. The Sister Society had given the hall quite 
a festive appearance and had furnished a profusion of beautiful flowers and 
evergreens. The happy faces of the Saints showed that they anticipated 
having a blessed time, and they were not disappointed, for the Lord gave 
a rich out-pouring of his Holy Spirit. The Sunday meetings were especi- 
ally well attended. Many strangers were present, but they were mostly 
invited friends of the Saints, and in sympathy with us. Three of these 
havesince asked forbaptism. Thechoir under the ableleadership of Brother 
John Olson, our Danish interpreter, discoursed”some sweet singing. The 
next day we met with the priesthood and good reports were given. The 
baptisms had been mainly in the Copenhagen branch. In Elsinore several 
are investigating and five had been baptized lately. The conference is 
presided over by Elder Peter Jensen and he has the assistance of nine 
Elders. 

President Ravsten of the Scone Conference’was also present. He and 
five Elders are laboring there. A few have been added to the Church 
during the summer, but the people there seem very indifferent to any 
thing pertaining to religion. 

Monday evening a pleasant time was had in the hall; a nice program 
of singing and recitations was carried out. It was pleasant to mingle with 
so many true Latter-day Saints and I received a hearty hand-shaking 
when bidding them farewell. 

Next day I took leave of President” Sundwall with whom I had had so | 
pleasant a visit through the Mission. He and the brethren in the Scan- 
dinavian Star office are busy men, but everything goes like clockwork. He 
has the love and confidence of the Saints and the Elders ladoring in the 
mission. 

On my way to this place I met with Elder Hahn in Kiel, and Elder J. 
Rodgers in Hamburg. 

President Judd gives an encouraging report of the progress of the work 
in the Netherland’s Mission, 97 persons have been added to the Church 
since the New Year. 

I must beg the readers of the Star to excuse the length of my letter if 
it has wearied their patience in reading it. AnTHON H. Lunn. 


UTAH NEWS. 


(Summarized from Territorial papers. ) 

The total valuation of property in the Territory for the year as shown by the report of 
the Board of Equalization is $97,973,281. | 

The Denver Choir one of the contestants at the Eisteddfod, gave a concert in Salt Lake 
City on October 2. It is said to be one of the finest choirs in the west. 

A novelty in soap was seen in one of the large windows of Z. C. M. I., during confer- 
ence. A miniature reproduction of this great building was the form which Grant Brothers 
had chosen for advertising. A large beehive and other designs were also shown, the 
whole being very artistic and attractive. 


